Study this example.
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We use the present perfect with have/ has + the past participle. The past participle often ends in –ed (opened, decided) but many important verbs are irregular (lost, written, done etc.).

When we use the present perfect there is a connection with the present:

· I’ve lost my key. (=I haven’t got it now).

· Jim has gone to Canada. (= He is in Canada or on his way there now).

· Oh dear, I’ve forgotten her name. (=I can’t remember it now).

· Have you washed your hair? (= Is it clean now).

We often use the present perfect to give new information or to announce a recent happening:

· I’ve lost my key. Can you help me look for it?

· Do you know about Jim? Jim’s gone to Canada.

· Ow! I’ve burnt myself.

You can use the present perfect with just (= a short time ago):

· “Would you like something to eat?”   “No, thanks. I’ve just had lunch.”

· Hello, have you just arrived?

You can use the present perfect with already to say that something has happened sooner than expected:

· “Don’t forget to post the letter, will you?”   “I’ve already posted it.”

· “When is Tom going to start his new job?”  “He has already started it.”

Study the difference between gone to and been to:

· Ann is on holiday. She has gone to Italy. (=She is already there now or she is on her way there.)

· Tom is back in England now. He has been to Italy. (=He was there but now he has come back.)

	Before
	After
	Present perfect

	Dirty shoes
	Clean shoes
	He has cleaned his shoes

	Open door
	Closed door
	She

	Watching television
	Go to bed
	They

	Raining
	Dry and clear
	It

	In the bath
	Drying himself after the bath
	He 

	Picture on the wall
	Picture broken on the floor
	It


Complete the sentences with a verb from the list.

Break
buy
decide
finish
forget
go

go
invite
see
not/see
take
tell

1. ‘Can I have this newspaper?’ ‘Yes, 
I’ve finished
 with it.’

2. I ……………….. some new shoes. Do you want to see them?

3. ‘Where is Liz?’ ‘She……………….. out.’

4. I’m looking for Paula. ……………….. you……………….. her?

5. Look! Somebody……………….. that window

6. ‘Does Lisa know that you’re going away?’ ‘Yes, I……………….. her.’

7. I can’t find my umbrella. Somebody……………….. it.

8. I’m looking for Sarah. Where……………….. she………………..

9. I know that woman but I
………………..  her name.

10. Sue is having a party tonight. She……………….. a lot of people.

11. What are you going to do? ………………..you ………………..?

12.  ‘Where are my glasses?’ ‘I don’t know I ……………….. them.’

I’ve just 
Just = a short time ago

A: 
Are Jane and David here?

B:
Yes, they’ve just arrived.

A: 
Are you hungry?

B:
No, I’ve just had dinner.

A: 
Is Tom here?

B:
No, I’m afraid he’s just gone. (= he has just gone)

I’ve already
already = before you expected / before I expected

A: 
What time are Diane and Paul coming?

B:
They’ve already arrived. (= before you expected)

It’s only nine o’clock and Ann has already gone to bed. (= before I expected)

A: 
John, this is Mary.

B:
Yes, I know We’ve already met.

I haven’t … yet / Have you … yet?
Yet = until now

You can use YET in negative sentences and questions. Yet is usually at the end.

A: 
Are Diane and Paul here?

B:
No, they haven’t arrived yet.(but B expects Diane and Paul to arrive soon)

A: 
Does John know that you’re going away?

B:
No, I haven’t told him yet. (but B is going to tell him soon)

Margaret has bought a new dress but she hasn’t worn it yet.

A: 
Have Diane and Paul arrived yet?

B:
No, not yet. We’re still waiting for them.

A: 
Has Linda started her new job yet?

B:
No, she starts next week.

A: 
This is my new dress.

B:
Oh, it’s nice. Have you worn it yet?

Complete the sentences. Use already + present perfect.

1 What time is Paul arriving? 



…………………………………………….

2
Do Sue and Bill want to see the film?



…………………………………………….

3
Don’t forget to phone Tom.



…………………………………………….

4
When is Martin going away?



…………………………………………….

5
Do you want to read the newspaper?



…………………………………………….

6
When does Linda start her newjob?



…………………………………………….

Write questions with yet.

1
Your friend has got a new job. Perhaps she has started it. You ask her:

2
Your friend has some new neighbours. Perhaps he has met them. You ask him:

3
Your friend must write a letter. Perhaps she has written it now. You ask her:

4 Tom was trying to sell his car. Perhaps he has sold it now You ask a friend about Tom

Have you ever...?

We use the present perfect (have been / have had / have played etc.) when we talk about a time in the past until now, for example, a person’s life:


From the past till now


 
Past
now

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN TO JAPAN?

time from the past until now

· ‘Have you been to France?’ (in your life) ‘No, I haven’t.’

· I’ve been to Canada but I haven’t been to the United States.

· Mary is an interesting person. She has had many different jobs and has lived in many places.

· I’ve seen that woman before but I can’t remember where.

· How many times has Brazil won the World Cup?

· ‘Have you read this book?’ ‘Yes, I’ve read it twice.’ (twice = two times)

Present perfect + ever (in questions) and never:

· ‘Has Ann ever been to Australia?’ ‘Yes, once.’ (once = one time)

· ‘Have you ever played golf?’ ‘Yes, I often play golf.’

· My mother has never travelled by air.

· I’ve never ridden a horse.

· ‘Who is that man?’ ‘I don’t know. I’ve never seen him before.’

Answers

· No, never.

· Yes, many times.

· Yes, once.

· Yes, a few times.

· Yes, twice.

EXERCISES

You are asking Helen questions beginning Have you ever ... ? Write the questions.

1
(London?) 
2
(play / golf?) 
3
(Australia?) 
4
(lose / your passport?)                                  
5
(fly / in a helicopter?)                                 
6
(eat / Chinese food?)                                  
7
(New York?)                                        
8
(drive / a bus?)                                      
9
(break / your leg?)                                    

Write sentences about yourself. 

1 (New York) 

2 (Australia) 

3 (Chinese food)                                                          

4 (drive / a bus)                                                                    

5 (play / tennis)                                                        

6 (fly / in aa airplane)                                                   

7 (be / late for work or school)                                                       

Mary is 65 years old. She has had an interesting life. What has she done?

have
be
all over the world
a lot of interesting things

do
write
many different jobs a lot of interesting people

travel
meet
ten books
married three times

Put in gone or been.

1 Bill is on holiday at the moment. He’s …………………… to Spain.

2 ‘Where’s Jill?’ ‘She’s not here. I think she’s…………………… to the bank.’

3 Hello, Sue. Where have you…………………… ?Have you…………………… to the bank yet?
4 ‘Have you ever…………………… to Mexico?’
‘No, never.’

5 My parents aren’t at home this evening. They’ve…………………… out.

6 There’s a new restaurant in town. Have you…………………… to it?

1 Ann knows Paris well. She’s…………………… there many times.
8 Helen was here earlier but I think she’s…………………… now

How long have you..?

Jill is on holiday in Ireland. She is there now. (Present simple)

She arrived in Ireland on Monday. (Past simple) Today is Thursday.

How long has she been in Ireland?(Present perfect)


She has been in Ireland 
since Monday.

 
for three days.

Compare:

present simple 

Mark and Liz are married.

Are you married?

Do you know Sarah?

I know Sarah.

Linda lives in London.

I have a car.

present continuous
present perfect continuous (have been + ing)

I’m learn)ng German.
How long have you been learning German?


(not ‘How long are you learning German?’)
 
I’ve been learning German for two years.

David is watching TV 
How long has he been watching TV?

He’s been (He has been) watching TV since 5 o’clock.

It’s raining.
It’s been (= It has been) raining all day.

EXERCISES


Complete these sentences.

1 Jill is in hospital. She ……………………. in hospital since Monday.

2 I know Sarah. I …………………….. her for a long time.

3 Linda and Frank are married. They
……………………. married since 1989.

4 Brian is ill. He……………………. ill for the last few days.

5 We live in Scott Road. We ……………………. there for ten years.

6 Catherine works in a bank. She ……………………. in a bank for five years.

7 Alan has a headache. He……………………. a headache since he got up this morning.

2 I’m learning English. I……………………. English for six months.


Make questions with How long...?

1
Jill is on holiday.
2
Mike and Judy are in Brazil.
3
I know Margaret.
4
Diana is learning Italian.
5
My brother lives in Canada.
6
I’m a teacher.
7
It is raining.


Which is right?

1 Mark is-/ has been in Canada since April.

has been is right
2 Jane is a good friend of mine. I know / have known her very well.

3 Jane is a good friend of mine. I know / have known her for a long time.

4 ‘Sorry I’m late. How long are you / have you been waiting?’ ‘Not long. Only five minutes.’

5 Martin works / has worked in a hotel now. He likes his job very much.

6 Linda is reading the newspaper. She is / has been reading it for two hours.

7 ‘How long do you live / have you lived in this house?’ ‘About ten years.

8 ‘Is that a new coat?’ ‘No, I have / I’ve had this coat for a longtime.

9 Tom is / has been in Spain at the moment. He is / has been there for the last three days.



Read the text and mark the sentences True or False.

1 Emilio has lived in the same place all his life.

2 He has become very rich.

3 He is 74 years old.

4 He met Pilar when he was twenty years old.

5 He has been married three times.

6 Emilio and Pilar have been married for 52 years.

7 They went to Paris for their honeymoon.

8 He is younger than Emilio.

7.5 Listen to the story of Maximilian’s life.


Discuss the questions, comparing the lives of the two brothers.

1
How does each brother feel about his life?

2
Which brother do you think has had the better life?

3
Which brother do you think is happier?

4 Which way of life would you prefer? Why?

Useful questions
How long have you been a...?


Why did you become a...?


How much money have you made as a...?


Have you ever...?


When did you...?

Past simple and Present perfect

With a finished time (yesterday / last week etc.), we use the past (arrived/saw/was etc.):

· I saw you yesterday. (not I have seen)

· They went out last week. (not They have gone)

· We arrived at 3 o’Clock.

· We went to Ireland in 1991.

Use the past simple to ask When ... ? or What time...?:

When did they arrive? (not ‘When have they arrived?’)

Compare:

present perfect
past simple

I have lost my key.
I lost my key last week.

(= I can’t find it now)

Bill has gone home.
Bill went home ten minutes ago.

( he isn’t here now)

Have you seen Ann?
Did you see Ann on Saturday?

(= where is she now?)

Have you ever been to Spain?
Did you go, to Spain last year?

(= in your life, until now)

My friend is a writer. He has written
Shakespeare wrote many plays and

many books.
 poems.

The letter hasn’t arrived yet.
The letter didn’t arrive yesterday

We’ve lived in Singapore for six years.
We lived in Glasgow for six years.

(we live there now)
 now we live in Singapore.

Tom is looking for his key. He can’t find it. 


He has lost his key.


“He has lost his key” means that he lost it a short time ago and he still hasn’t found it.





This is the present perfect (simple) tense:





I/ we/ they/ you have (= I`ve)	 lost


He/ she has (+ he’s etc) 		





I (etc)  haven’t


He/ she hasn’t		lost








}
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Have you (etc) 


Has he/ she 		lost?





}





}





Have you ever been to Japan?





present perfect 








They have been married for five years. 


(not ‘They are married for five years.’)





How long have you been married?


(not ‘How long are you married?’)





How long have you known her?


(not ‘How long do you know her?’)





I’ve known her for a long time. 


(not ‘I know her for ...‘)





How long has she lived in London? 


She has lived there all her life.





How long have you had your car? 


I’ve had it since April.








Make true sentences about the brothers


1	Emilio’s life/ change/ a lot


2	He/ Visit/ the capital city several times


3	Emilio and Pilar/ be married! over fifty years


4	They/ Lead/ a peaceful life


5	They/ be/ United States


6	Emilio! work! hard all his life


7	Emilio and Max/ meet/ a long time


8	Emilio/ read/ about Maximilian in the newspapers


9	Max/ do/ a lot of interesting things








Write the story of your life so far:


Describe and give some details about


what you have done and when you did it.


where you have lived and when you lived there.


the main events in your personal life.


what has it been like so far?





Two BROTHERS


Emilio and Maximilian are brothers. They are both old men now. They grew up together on a farm in Argentina, but since then they have led very different lives. When Emilio left school at the age of fourteen, he started work on their father’s farm. He really enjoyed the simple village life and when their father died, Emilio took over the farm. All his life Emilio has lived in the old farmhouse where he was born. ‘I’ve never wanted to live anywhere else,’ he says. ‘This is my home. I feel that I’m part of it and it is part of me.’





So for over 70 years Emilio’s life has changed very little. When he was 22, he married his childhood sweetheart, Pilar, from the next village, and they have been happily married ever since. Two years ago they celebrated their golden wedding anniversary. It was a big celebration. Everybody from miles around was there, including Emilio and Pilar’s six children and their fifteen grandchildren.





Emilio and Pilar have never been abroad. Until he was 60, Emilio went to Buenos Aires once a year, but since his sixtieth birthday he hasn’t left the village. ‘Well, yes, I’ve had a good life,’ he says, ‘but I haven’t done very much. Now, look at my brother, Maximilian. He left the village as soon as he had the chance. He hasn’t visited us very much in the last twenty years, but we’ve read about him in the newspapers and we’ve seen him on TV, too. Yes, Max has had a very interesting life.’
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